
Helen Welch 
Testimonials 

Helen Welch is a consummate professional vocalist. She truly owns the stage during her shows - displaying a 
quick wit and a well-timed blend of humor and banter that keeps everyone engaged throughout the evening. 
Helen has developed a wide-ranging repertoire of arrangements that match the special qualities of her voice. 
She can belt, but she can also caress a phrase with such genuine vulnerability that she creates an 
unforgettable moment that stays with us long after the program has ended. The most important thing to me is 
that she's a true musician; Her diction, rhythm, intonation and vocal technique are all flawless. She takes 
pleasure in risking going to the edge of a song's interpretive possibilities because she can actually handle the 
challenges out there with great success. Having conducted pops concerts next to her and now, having sat in 
an audience simply enjoying one of her performances, I continually marvel at her. She brought tears to my 
eyes THREE times during one evening as I sat spellbound among the other members of the audience listening 
to songs from, as she put it, "The Old and New American Songbook". Helen's the real thing! A natural 
entertainer who is also an accomplished artist. In my experience that is a truly rare combination. I will continue 
to recommend her to my colleagues, as I already know they'll thank me afterwards!  
 
And I mean every word! 
 
John Thomas Dodson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hi Helen, 

  

I hope all is well and you and Doug (and your horse) are enjoying a wonderful spring!  

  

I so apologize that it's taken me so long to respond to your request for some quotes!  There is no excuse (other than I'm 

drowning in emails! - which is true, but not really a good excuse I know!!).  Here is a quote you can use in whole or in part as 

you try to continue to book "Superstar!": 

  

"Helen, we were all thrilled with "Superstar!"  You and your band were terrific!  It is a truly incredible tribute to the music of 

The Carpenters and your voice is perfect for the songs!  I was honored to be able to present such a wonderful show for our 

audience here at Stocker Arts Center.  This is definitely one of the best shows I have seen you do.  Congratulations and I wish 

you all the best as you continue to tour "Superstar!"   

  

I hope it will help you get lots of additional bookings!   

  

I know you're mostly concentrating on "Superstar!", but I wanted to check in with you to see if you're interested in doing a show 

in the black box during the 2018-2019 season.  We love having you perform at Stocker, so I wanted to extend the invitation - 

though I will totally understand if you so no.   

  

Let me know.  Even if you aren't able to perform here this season, I hope we can get together sometime over the summer to 

catch up. 

  

Best to you and Doug, 

 Janet Herman Barlow, Director, Stocker Arts Center/Lorain County Community College, Elyria, OH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dear Helen, 

What a wonderful night that was!  I hope travel conditions were safe this morning and that you are home safe and sound by 

now.  This trip has certainly offered some difficult times for you, but I hope it turned out to be a good one in the end. 

If someone called on me to review your performance last night, I think I could sum it up in one word.  "WOW!"  From your 

first appearance on our stage to your final wave of goodbye, our audience was laser-focused on your performance.  As you 

know, many of our patrons braved a difficult Iowa winter night to get to the show, and everyone I talked to were so glad they 

did!  Many of them told me it was the best show we have ever presented, and after nine seasons and 61 shows at the Rosemary 

Clausen Center, that's saying something. 

As much as our audience loved your performance, they are sophisticated enough to know you don't do it alone.  Every one of 

the guys on your great team were mentioned in the conversations I had.  I also took note of how folks lingered after the show to 

meet them and you.  When we first started this venture, "Iowa Nice" seemed to prevail, and people left shyly without wanting to 

bother the performers.  That certainly wasn't the case last night.  It showed me that our audience appreciated you not only as 

talented performers, but also as genuinely nice people! 

As you know, our management team is made up of volunteers, and we receive no monetary compensation for what we do.  Our 

rewards come from the smiles on the faces of our audience members and the opportunity for us to meet some wonderful people.  

We were rich men and women last night! 

Thank you for agreeing to come to Holstein, Thank you for being the professionals you are and giving us an incredible 

performance after dealing with some of the most adverse travel experiences imaginable.  And thanks for taking us on a journey 

back in time, when The Carpenters were part of our lives, and we were young and convinced we could make this world a better 

place.  I'm sure you stirred quite a cocktail of emotions for all of us. 

I'm sorry we no longer have a qualified review writer with us, and I certainly don't have the ability to do it myself.  But I can 

assure you that you and your show will be talked about for a long time here.  Like it or not, you have become part of us now - 

part of our shared history and memories - part of the very fabric of this wonderful community.  Something like that doesn't just 

happen.  You have to earn it, and you certainly did that.  We look forward to seeing you again. 

I will be happy to contact Terry to tell him what a great night we had with you, as a person as well as a performer.  Please let us 

know when you will get to Luverne, or any other place within 300 miles of Holstein, and you just might see us in the audience.  

If we learned one thing last night, it's that experiencing one show by Helen Welch is not enough!  We're hooked now.  Best 

wishes to you and all those associated with you.  Thanks again, and Cheers! 

Ken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


